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hidden gem.

WRITTEN BY NANCY A. RUHLING PHOTOGRAPHY BY COLES HAIRSTON

WHEN THE COUPLE STUMBLED UPON AN INVITING NEIGH-
BORHOOD IN WEST AUSTIN, THEY IMMEDIATELY FELL IN
LOVE; ITS CENTRAL LOCATION MADE IT A CONVENIENT
PLACE TO RAISE THEIR PRETEEN DAUGHTERS. The only
problem? The house they found in their desired area was far from what
they were looking for. They bought it anyway, figuring that they would
make do with a few minor alterations and move on when something

more suitable turned up.

They called upon architect Kevin Gallaugher and interior designer
Suzi Dunn to spruce up the exterior with a coat of paint and perform
a quick facelift on the master suite. “But once they saw the results,
things started to mushroom,” says Gallaugher, explaining how the
remodeling to-do list kept growing longer. “By the time we were

finished, there wasn’t one square inch that we didn’t touch.”

HOME BUILDER Royce Flournoy, Texas Construction Company
ARCHITECTURE Kevin Gallaugher, Dick Clark Architecture
INTERIOR DESIGN Suzi Dunn, Dick Clark Architecture

BEDROOMS 3 BATHROOMS 4 SQUARE FEET 4,313
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FRONT ROW SEATS

The children get a poolside view in the
family room at a counter outfitted with
Desiron barstools chosen just for them.
The Dellarobbia sectional and ottomans,

and the Moooi ceiling fixture reinforce the

glass space’s crisp, contemporary look.




HEIR TRANSPARENT
Across from the wine room, a glass and

sapele staircase provides a panoramic view
of an exterior fountain. A pair of French
Art Deco chairs from Jean-Marc Fray,
upholstered in mustard leather, creates
an inviting conversational grouping.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 210

The spontaneous growth of the scope of the project, though, introduced
some challenges. “It was literally being designed as it was being built,”

says builder Royce Flournoy. “The drawings were revised every afternoon.”

The conversion of the two-story, modern industrial house into a warm
and inviting, family-friendly destination started up front, where a
courtyard and patio, made of Lueders limestone arranged in a custom
pattern, were added. The tiny front porch was enclosed, and lift-and-

slide Dynamic doors were installed to blur the boundaries between
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HIGH SPIRITS
The first-floor wine room mimics the
transparent look of a bottle of fine

vintage with custom glass doors from
David Blevins. In addition to the sapele
racks, bottles are stored in a Sub-Zero

wine refrigerator




CONTINUED FROM PAGE 213

inside and out, allowing the space to breathe. “Those changes added a
lot of curb appeal,” Gallaugher says. Plus, they added extra square foot-
age that would allow the homeowners to extend their everyday living

into the outdoors.

Inside, a more open layout was created, with fewer rooms meaning
greater flexibility. The master suite got a marble steam shower and wall-
to-wall windows that overlook the pool in the backyard. The home’s
newly configured floor plan also made way for a top-of-the-line wine
room and an office, as well as a second-floor studio for the girls. “Lots
of homes have family rooms, but this studio is a more private play-and-

work space for their daughters and their friends,” Dunn says.

EFFICIENCY EXPERT

Desiron barstools sit at the kitchen's
central island, which has a Pietra del
Cardosa countertop from Architectural
Tile & Stone. A Sub-Zero refrigerator,
a Miele coffee center and a Jenn-Air
range make it an efficient, family-
centric space.
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SITTING SITE

A Steinway baby grand in

the living room sets the stage
for a pair of chairs from Lytle
Pressley, a cowhide chair and
ottoman from Scott+Cooner, an
A. Rudin sofa and a glass coffee
table from Nest Modern.
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The neutral color scheme of rich white and gray complements the sapele
millwork and paneling. “The owners wanted a comfortable, contemp-
orary look that had clean lines and was easy to maintain,” Dunn says.

“The palette is monochromatic, so we used leather, silk and mohair to

‘provide texture for a layered look. This is a livable house. They use every

room; nothing is for show.” One of the family’s favorite spots is the
dining room, where a custom table is outfitted with a built-in teppanyaki
grill. “They love to entertain,” Dunn says of her clients, “and they love

the idea that they can cook their daily meals right at the table.”

[t's those subtle details that distinguish the house. “Nearly everything in
the home is custom,” Flournoy says. “For instance, the crowning jewel

of the wine room is a pair of pocket doors that meet in a perfect corner.
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PUBLIC WORKS
Pocket doors define the first-floor home

office, which functions easily as a guest
room thanks to a convertible sofa. The
home entertainment center doubles as
a storage space for supplies, and the
cowhide rug is a salute to Texas.



| IN THE SWIM
The main house and guest house frame

the backyard swimming pool, whose
deck is paved with Texas Lueders lime-

stone. The window walls of the family
room and master bedroom offer beautiful
views of the area.




DOUBLE DIP

Calacatta gold marble clads the
walls in the his-and-her master bath,
which has a soaking tub and steam
shower. Like the woodwork in the

rest of the house, the custom vanity
is made of sapele wood.

Like the rest of the woodwork, they're made of sapele.” Dunn says that
it's the owners’ clear and artistic vision that made the project such a
success. “The wife did her legwork and her homework,” the designer
admits. “She had good taste and a fine spatial sense, and she always had

a definite idea of what she wanted.”

Now that the work is done, the family wouldn't think of living anywhere
else. “You can't tell it'’s the same house,” Gallaugher says. “It’s not just
a remodel; it's a complete transformation.” Adds Dunn, “They wanted a

more personalized house, and that’s exactly what they ended up with.”
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UP ON HIGH
aring ceiling, neutral colors and warm wood

custom cabinetry turn the master bedroom

into a relaxing space, complete with a cushy,
leather-upholstered bed. The silk drapes on
the windowed wall create a light, airy effect

that enhances the view of the pool. Built-ins
are by Jonathan Clark Woodshop.




